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Clark County

There was money to be made nearly 200 years ago in transporting New
Mexico serapes and other woolen goods to Los Angeles, and in wrangling
California-bred horses and mules back to Santa Fe. But a viable overland route
across the remote deserts and mountains of Mexico’s far northern frontier had
to be found.

It took the vision and courage of Mexican trader Antonio Armijo to lead the
first commercial caravan from Abiquit, New Mexico, to Los Angeles late in
1829. Over the next 20 years, Mexican and American traders continued to ply
variants of the route that Armijo pioneered, frequently trading with Indian
tribes along the way. And 1t was from a combination of the mdigenous
footpaths, early trade and exploration routes, and horse and mule routes that a
trail network known collectively as the Old Spanish Trail evolved.

After the United States took control of the Southwest in 1848 other routes to
California emerged, and use of the Old Spanish Trail sharply declined.
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http://www.nps.gov/olsp/index.htm
or
http://www.oldspanishtrail.org/




